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Monday 16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,     Coronavirus update – pupil absence  
 
I am sure that most of you will be aware from the news that guidance from Public Health England, the NHS 
and Government departments is that: 
 

 if someone has developed a new continuous cough,  

 Or a high temperature (above 37.5 degrees) and you feel hot to touch on your chest or back they 
should stay at home for 7 days and self-isolate.  
 

The guidance now says that you should not call 111 at this stage nor should you visit GPs or Pharmacies.  
 
For more information visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  or 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-
people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection  
 
If you need to keep your son or daughter off for this reason, please contact the school. We will then talk to 
you in advance of the seven days to assess the situation and seek advice before we agree they are well 
enough to return to school.  
 
Please ensure the school office has up-to date contact information (telephone and email).  
 
The school continues to advise anyone who has returned from one of the following countries in the last 14 
days (even if they are presenting no symptoms) to not come into school: Italy, Iran, Hybei Provence in China 
or Daegu, Cheongdo or Gyeongsan in South Korea.  
 
This situation is developing and changing very rapidly. At present the guidance for schools is not to close, 
and we have been instructed we are not to close unless we have been advised to do so. We will continue to 
ensure we are following the advice provided in order to keep our community safe and to ensure that we 
share the most up to date information with yourselves.  
 
As I am sure you understand it is hard to predict what the impact on schools might be in the coming weeks 
but we have taken steps to plan, as best we can, for future events and would appreciate your support and 
understanding.  
 
Actions we are taking now:  

 Awareness with pupils regarding good personal hygiene. Pupils are encouraged to wash their hands 
frequently. Specific lessons and support will continue to be given by class teachers.  

 Our cleaning team are working at full capacity ensuring that high standards of cleanliness are upheld 
at all times. 

 School trips: at present all our planned trips are going ahead. The school will monitor the situation 
with regard to the Coronavirus closely, we receive regular updates from Public Health England to 
ensure we have the most up-to-date advice and information.  

 Whole School Spring Open Afternoon is cancelled  

 KS1 and KS2 family Easter assemblies are cancelled. 

 
We appreciate your support during this period. There is a great deal of media speculation and families can 
understandably become anxious, particularly if they see some of the most sensational coverage on social 
media. We all have a responsibility to ensure debate around this topic is measured and considered.  
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Schools will continue to operate for the foreseeable future.  
 
As I have mentioned previously, I will continue to follow the advice of Public Health England and will inform 
you as necessary as the situation develops.  
 
As always, thank you for your continuous support. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
Rebecca Hutton  
Headteacher  
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