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Monday 16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
In view of the rapidly changing situation regarding the Covid-19 virus, we thought it would be helpful to 
provide you with an update. We would like to reassure you that all Governors and school leaders are closely 
monitoring and following the daily guidance received from Public Heath England and the Government, in 
addition to that from the Department for Education.  
 
We currently have no identified cases at Buckland to date but, as you might expect, we are keeping a very 
close watch on the situation and have access to definitive advice from the relevant Government agencies, 
should that be needed.  
 
In the meantime, we are remaining open, as advised by the Government. Accordingly, it seems prudent to 
put in place some basic measures in respect of everyday visitor arrangements and upcoming school events. 
We are requesting that all visitors to school follow guidelines that have been adopted in schools locally and 
nationally, namely: 
 
Please ensure you maintain hand hygiene at home in line with guidance from PHE and NHS. Follow the 
attached link for additional information. https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-
uk-government-response  

a. wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds 
b. always wash your hands when you get home or into work 
c. use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 
d. cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or 

sneeze 
e. put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 
f. try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell 

 
For our Parent Consultations due to be held this week please wash your hands on arrival - I will be located 
at the main school entrance to advise and guide parents. 

 Linked to Parent Consultations – if you want to take notes etc, please bring your own pen.  

 In line with most organisations currently, we request that you do not expect to shake hands with 
members of staff.  

 
As parents, carers and teachers we must be mindful not to fuel unofficial information, in this way we are 
promoting the well-being of our young people and helping them become resilient when faced with difficult 
circumstances such as the current Covid-19 situation.  
 
It is inevitable that we are all concerned about keeping ourselves and our families’ safe and well at this 
difficult time. With this in mind, we would like to refer you to the following NHS link 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ which provides information regarding Coronavirus, as 
well as a useful information if you think you or a family member may be developing symptoms.  
 
We will endeavour to keep you informed with further updates as official information becomes available.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
  
Rebecca Hutton     Hilary Watson 
Headteacher      Chair of Governors  
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