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SEND Support – What does this mean for my child? 

In any classroom, children learn at different speeds and in different ways. A child who needs a lot of extra help in 

their learning might have special educational needs (SEN). 

What are special educational needs? 
Teachers will plan their lessons and choose different types of lesson materials to help each child learn best. Some 
children need more help than this and may have difficulty with: 
 

Reading, writing, Numeracy Talking and listening  

Developing social skills  Physical skills  

Emotion, mental health and behaviour   
 

A child who needs a lot of extra help in any of these areas has special educational needs (SEN). Some children may 
have SEN because of a medical condition or a disability. Other children may have SEN without a diagnosis or a 
disability. 
 
How can we help children with special educational needs? 
In England, a child with SEN may go to a mainstream school, where there are pupils with and without SEN. 
In a mainstream school it is the responsibility of the special educational needs coordinator (SENCO) at the school to 
arrange extra help for those who need it. Along with the class teacher and other professionals, if relevant, support is 
put in place which is reviewed on a regular basis.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of support your child may receive: 

• Small group support 

• Adult support during unstructured times 

• Visual cues and supports (for example pictures, task boards and gestures) 

• Additional prompts/scaffolding from adults 

• Access to emotional support resources (for example feelings fan, class exit card) 
 
SEN support plan 
If your child is receiving SEN support, the class teacher, with support from the SENCo, will draw up a SEND Progress 
Summary involving you and your child. This should focus on the outcomes your child needs and wants to achieve 
and explain how the school will help them to achieve these. 
 
The format of SEN support plans can vary between schools, but there is some general information that SEN support 
plans are expected to have. For example, they should use SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, realistic, time-
bound) targets to ensure outcomes are met. 
 
The class teacher / SENCo should meet with you at regular times throughout the year to review how your child is 
progressing and what the next steps will be. The school must also provide a report at least once a year on your 
child’s progress (provided in the summer term).  
 
The school can ask specialist support services, for example behaviour support or speech and language therapy, to 
carry out assessments and provide further advice and support if necessary. 



The SEN Information Report 
Schools must publish information about how they support pupils with SEN. They must also have a policy setting out 
how they support disabled pupils to be included in school activities. 
Every school must publish a SEN Information Report (SEND Code of Practice section 6.79). This must include: 

• The kinds of special educational needs the school provides for. 
• Policies for identifying children and young people with SEN and assessing their needs. 
• Arrangements for consulting parents of children with SEN and involving them in their child’s education. 
• Arrangements for assessing and reviewing children’s progress towards outcomes. 
• Support for improving emotional and social development, including listening to the views of children with 

SEN 
• The name and contact details of the SENCO. 

 
Please visit: http://bucklandprimary.surrey.sch.uk/our-curriculum/sen-inclusion/  
 
What if I have questions about my child’s support? 
It is a good idea to ask for a meeting with the class teacher and SENCO to discuss extra support for your child. If your 
child has had recent assessments or a diagnosis, it is important to share this information with the SENCO. This will 
help the school better understand how to support your child at school. 
 
Local authorities in England must provide Information, Advice and Support Services (IASS) for parents of children and 
young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities. https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-
learning/send  
 
What if my child needs even more help? 
Some children require more or a different kind of support. These pupils may have an Education Health Care Plan 
(EHCP).  If you think your child needs more support, talk to the class teacher and SENCO about your concerns first.  
 

How can you prepare for a SEN meeting in school?  
 
SEN Support meetings in school  
During a meeting, you may want to ask: 

• Is my child on SEN support? 
• Can I see my child’s support plan? 
• What assessments has the school done to find out about my child’s difficulties?  
• Does my child get extra help from a teacher or another adult? What do they help him/her with?  
• Is the help in a group or individually? Is it every day? How long is that for? 
• How do you measure my child’s progress? Is he/she making the progress you would expect? 
• Has the school referred my child to specialist services – for example, educational psychology? 
• What can I do at home to help my child? 
• What will the next steps be if my child needs more help? 

 
It is a good idea to make sure that at the end of the meeting, you and the school agree what will happen next. Ask 
for this to be put in writing. Agree a future date for another meeting to see if anything has changed. 
 
It is helpful to end the meeting on a positive note. Emphasise that you hope you and the school can work together to 
support your child. 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support and understanding. Partnership with families is vitally important so your child 
can achieve their BEST.  
 
 
 

 

Believe, Excel, Strive, Together  
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