We hope this topic letter will give you some insight into the work your child will
cover during this term. Our inspiration for this term is derived from ‘The
Rainforest’! We will be covering this topic in detail over the two half terms from
April to July.

Literacy

During their daily literacy lessons, the children will be using film clips as a
springboard for creative and descriptive writing about central characters and
dramatic moments. There will also be opportunities for cross-curricular writing
linked to what life is like in rainforests. Amidst it all, the children will be encouraged
to vary the positioning of conjunctions in sentences and to continue using inverted
commas to punctuate direct speech.

Numeracy

During their daily mathematics lessons, children will begin to:
add and subtract fractions with the same denominator.
work out a unit-fraction of an amount.

convert between 12-hour and 24-hour time.

Identifying and comparing angles.

Recognizing and describing the properties of shapes.
Adding and subtracting different amounts of money.

Computing (I.C.T)

Throughout the term, the children will learn to gain some familiarity with
spreadsheets, coding and presenting their ideas using a variety of age-appropriate
resources from Purple Mash.

Music

The children will be experimenting with different sounds linked to the rainforest.
Following this, we will explore how we use our voices to sing along to various
contemporary songs accompanied by percussive sounds from a range of
instruments.

R.E

This term, the children will be learning about Sikhism. Children will consider a
variety of Sikh values and traditions. They will also consider how people use
creative ways to express their beliefs.

Art/D&T

Our focus this term will be on developing a range of artistic skills, including
drawing, painting and modelling techniques. Children will explore the artist
Rousseau and will design and create their own rainforest scene.

Geography

During geography, we will be using map-reading skills to locate and identify
countries and Rainforests. We will also consider the different layers of the
rainforest, learnt about deforestation, as well as the habitats and the animals
that are typically found there.

PE

Children will develop their athletic skills this term. They will have the
opportunities to practise competitive games and to participate in relay races.
We look forward to organising a range of sports day activities towards the end
of the term. The children will also be taking part in a 5-week forest School
programme (Kestrels are in Summer 1, with Doves in Summer 2) on Monday
afternoons.

PSHE

This term’s PSHE will include lessons on positive relationships, personal space,
caring family networks, anatomical differences between people and the impact
of smoking. Children will also have the opportunity to discuss characteristics of
friendship (loyalty, kindness, shared interests etc) and how to deal with
friendship problems. After half term, we will help to prepare the children for
the transition to Year 4.

Science

In science, we will continue to look research and investigate the life of plants.
We will consider what they require in order to live, how they transport water
and why pollen matters! After that, we move onto the topic of light and shadow.
During further investigations, the children will be introduced to key scientific
words (e.g. transparent, translucent and opaque) and will learn to distinguish
between reflective surfaces and light sources.



Ways in which you can help us:

]
Our usual P.E. time will be on a Wednesday afternoon. We will be starting o“ck‘a“d P"mary schOo,

forest school this term on a Monday. This will be Kestrels first and then Doves
after the half term. Please ensure your child comes to school wearing Forest
School clothing and has thin long-sleeved clothes to put on for the session to
protect them, if the weather is warm.

e Please ensure that your child reads every day, asking them questions about
their book and encouraging them to change their reading book regularly.

e Please remind your child to bring their book and diary into school every
day.

e Please ensure that learning logs are returned on the given dates and
spelling and maths times table books are brought in every Friday so that we
can mark and return them promptly.

e Please ensure your child is in school and on time every day; we hope to
have 100% attendance in Doves and Kestrels classes each term, this year
and win the peacock of perfection!

e Please encourage your child to continue learning their times tables
(especially the 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, 5’s and 8’s) and any spellings which are sent
home — this will really benefit their skills in literacy, as well as speech and
language.

e Please remember to inform the school office of any changes of address,
home telephone, mobile telephone number or any other emergency
contact information.

e We look forward to our ZooLab workshop (on Tuesday 28" April) as well as
our Activity day (on Thursday 21 May). Feet First Training will also be
taking place for each class, on either Thursday 4™ June, or Friday 5% June.
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Thank you for your continued support.

Miss Ludlow and Ms Abbott .
School Times

Class starts at 8.30am and finishes at 3.10



