We hope this topic letter will give you some insight into the work your child
will cover during this term.
Our inspiration for this term is Africa.

Literacy

The children will be using a range of African texts (both stories and non-
fiction) to inspire their writing this term. Furthermore, the children will be
encouraged to develop their creative writing through use of short films,
images and challenging texts. Additionally, the children will be taught about
the resilience of Nelson Mandela to develop their non-fictional writing.

Maths
This term we will focus on the following areas: shape, position and direction,

decimals, negative numbers, converting units and volume.
® |dentify 3-D shapes, including cubes and other cuboids, from 2-D representations

® Know angles are measured in degrees: estimate and compare acute, obtuse and reflex
angles
® Draw given angles, and measure them in degrees

® Use the properties of rectangles to deduce related facts and find missing lengths and
angles

® Distinguish between regular and irregular polygons based on reasoning about equal
sides and angles

® |dentify, describe and represent the position of a shape following a reflection or
translation, using the appropriate language, and know that the shape has not changed.

® Recognise and use thousandths.

® Round decimals with two decimal places to the nearest whole number and one decimal
place.

® Read, write, order and compare numbers with up to three decimal places.
® Solve problems involving numbers with 3 decimal places.

® Interpret negative numbers in context, count forwards and backwards with positive and
negative whole numbers, including through zero.

® Convert between different units of metric measure

® Understand and use approximate equivalences between metric units and common
imperial units.

® Measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear shapes in centimetres and
metres

Calculate and compare the area of rectangles
Estimate volume and capacity
Solve problems involving converting between units of times

Use all four operations to solve problems involving measure

Music
The children will continue to explore a range of different musical genres
through a range of vocal activities.

Computing

Utilising Purple Mash, the children will be learning about Word Processing,
Concept Maps, using External Devices as well as utilising micro:bits to create
games controlled by external devices.

R.E.
This term the children will first be learning about Christianity. We will be
studying the origins of Christianity and how the Early Church began in the
decades following the events of the Easter story. We will then be studying a
range of faiths to explore the question, “What does it mean to live a good
life?”

Art/ D&T

The children will use the Africa as inspiration for their art and D&T this term.
They will be looking at landscapes and sunsets to create observational
drawings with a mix of media.

PSHE
This term we will be learning about safe alcohol use and RSE (later this term).
Specific information on both topics will be provided nearer the time.

Geography

The children will be discovering the diverse continent of Africa, locating
countries, comparing and contrasting lifestyles and wildlife, identifying
geographical features, studying tourist attracts and investigating fair trade.
The children will also be researching and learning about Nelson Mandela
and the apartheid in South Africa.

P.E.

This term year 5 will be focusing on athletics and summer sporting activities
including health and fitness, rounders and Athletics. The children will also
continue to participate in games and activities with Sports Focus.

Science
This term the children will be investigating animals including humans, in
order to describe the changes as humans move into old age. We will then
move on to living things and their habitats, including: describing life cycles of
different creatures and the process of reproduction in some plants and
animals.



Ways in which you can help us:

Buckland
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Go wild in Africa!

e Please try and hear your child read every night, changing their
reading book regularly. Please record this in diaries so that they
get their reading rewards in school!

o Please ensure your children bring their school equipment and
diary with them every day.

e Please ensure your child is in school and on time every day; we
hope to have 100% attendance.

e Please support your child to learn all of their times tables and any
spellings that are sent home — this will really benefit their skills in
literacy, as well as speech and language.

e Please remember to inform the school office of any changes of
address, home telephone, mobile telephone number or any other
emergency contact information.

Thank you for your continued support. We are looking Topic Letter For Parents
forward to another FANTASTIC term!!

School Times: school starts at 8.40am and

April 2026 - July 2026
Year 5



