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1. Statement  

At Buckland Primary School, we believe that every pupil can become a fluent, confident and successful writer. 

Handwriting is taught as an essential component of transcription, alongside spelling. Fluent and increasingly 

automatic handwriting reduces the cognitive demands placed on pupils, enabling them to concentrate on sentence 

construction, vocabulary, composition and communicating meaning. We therefore teach handwriting explicitly, 

systematically and regularly from the beginning of Reception. 

Our approach is aligned with: 

• Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised and Little Wandle Handwriting 

 

The policy supports a well sequenced curriculum the builds pupils’ knowledge and physical control over time. It aims 

to ensure that all pupils, including those with SEND and those who need additional practice, learn to write legibly, 

fluently and with increasing automaticity. 

 

2. Aims 

Our handwriting curriculum aims to enable pupils to: 

• Develop the physical skills, posture and pencil grip needed for effective writing 

• Form letters, numbers and joins accurately using the agreed Little Wandle approach 

• Write with increasing legibility, fluency and automaticity 

• Apply handwriting skills across the curriculum 

• Develop stamina and confidence as writers 

• Take pride in producing clear, purposeful and well-presented work 

• Access appropriate support so that every child can achieve success in handwriting and writing 

These aims reflect the National Curriculum expectation that effective writing depends on fluent transcription and 

that handwriting should become fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy. 

3. Key Principles 

Handwriting is part of transcription 

Handwriting is not taught solely as presentation. It is a component of transcription and an essential foundation for 

successful composition. 

When letter formation is secure and increasingly automatic, pupils can devote more attention to generating ideas, 

selecting vocabulary, constructing sentences and considering he needs of the reader. 

Handwriting is taught explicitly 
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Teachers do not assume that pupils with develop an efficient handwriting style through independent writing alone. 

Movements, letter shapes, starting points, direction, positioning and spacing are taught directly and modelled 

precisely. 

Practice is regular and purposeful 

Pupils require frequent opportunities to revisit and practise taught movements and formations. Practice is carefully 

sequenced and is used to build accuracy before speed. 

Teaching is consistent 

All adults use the school’s agreed formation language, modelling, resources and expectations. This consistency helps 

pupils to establish secure motor patterns and prevents conflicting messages. 

Fluency comes before joining 

Letters are not joined simply because a pupil has reached a particular age or year group. Joining is introduced when 

pupils can form letters accurately, consistently and efficiently. 

High expectations are combined with appropriate adaptation 

All pupils are entitled to an ambitious handwriting curriculum. Some pupils will require additional instruction, further 

practice, adapted resources, assistive technology or alternative methods of recording. Adaptations should remove 

barriers without unnecessarily narrowing the curriculum or reducing expectations. 

 

4. Curriculum Organisation and Progression 

Reception 

Explicit handwriting instruction begins in Reception. Physical development and purposeful play continue alongside 

increasingly systematic handwriting teaching.  

Pupils will be taught to: 

• recognise and reproduce pre-writing patterns and movements; 

• adopt a stable and comfortable posture; 

• position paper appropriately; 

• hold and control a pencil comfortably; 

• form lower-case letters using the agreed starting points and direction; 

• use the Little Wandle formation phrases and memorable routines; 

• form capital letters; 

• form digits correctly; 

• distinguish between lower-case and capital letters; 

• apply formation knowledge when writing digraphs, trigraphs and words; 

• write their name with appropriate formation; 

• begin to position letters accurately in relation to a line; 

• compose orally while transcription skills are developing. 

Reception handwriting lessons will follow the current Little Wandle programme adopted by the school. Little 

Wandle’s Reception guidance is designed around short, direct lessons delivered regularly during the week, including 

review and reinforcement.  

Teachers will identify pupils who have difficulty with posture, pencil control, movement patterns, orientation or 

letter formation. These pupils will receive prompt additional teaching and practice. 



Letter formation will be corrected supportively and precisely. Adults will avoid allowing inefficient formations to 

become embedded through repeated practice. 

Year 1 

In Year 1, pupils build on the letter formation taught in Reception and continue to develop accurate, automatic 

handwriting through the structured Little Wandle Handwriting programme. Teaching follows the Little Wandle 

progression, revisiting letter families, capital letters and digits while strengthening correct habits and developing 

fluency. 

Pupils will be taught to: 

• Sit correctly at a table and adopt an effective writing posture. 

• Hold and control a pencil comfortably and efficiently. 

• Form all lower-case letters accurately, starting and finishing in the correct place. 

• Use the Little Wandle formation phrases and routines consistently. 

• Form capital letters and digits 0-9 correctly. 

• Consolidate learning of letter families and common movement patterns. 

• Position letters accurately on the line. 

• Develop consistent letter size and orientation. 

• Understand ascenders, descenders and letter proportions. 

• Leave appropriate spaces between words. 

• Develop increasing fluency and automaticity in handwriting. 

• Apply secure letter formation during phonics, spelling and independent writing activities. 

Handwriting will be taught explicitly and regularly, with teachers modelling correct formation and providing 

opportunities for guided and independent practice. Additional support and practice will be provided for pupils who 

need to secure accurate letter formation, ensuring that handwriting becomes increasingly fluent and automatic. This 

supports the wider goal of reducing cognitive load so that pupils can focus on composition and communicating 

meaning. 

Year 2 

In Year 2, pupils continue to follow the Little Wandle Handwriting progression, consolidating accurate letter 

formation and developing the fluency and automaticity needed to support successful writing. Teaching focuses on 

ensuring that handwriting becomes increasingly effortless so that pupils can devote more attention to spelling, 

sentence construction and composition. 

Pupils will be taught to: 

• Form all lower-case letters accurately and consistently. 

• Maintain correct letter orientation and formation from memory. 

• Form capital letters and digits 0-9 correctly and with consistent sizing. 

• Position letters accurately on the line. 

• Develop a consistent size and proportion of letters, including ascenders and descenders. 

• Use appropriate spacing between words. 

• Write words and short sentences with increasing fluency while maintaining legibility. 

• Apply secure handwriting skills during spelling, writing and wider curriculum activities. 

• Build stamina and confidence when writing for extended periods. 



Teaching will remain explicit and systematic, using Little Wandle’s consistent modelling, formation language and 

practice routines. Regular opportunities will be provided for review, rehearsal and application to ensure that letter 

formation becomes increasingly automatic. 

At this stage, the priority remains the development of accurate, fluent and legible handwriting. Pupils will continue 

to secure their letter formation before any formal introduction to joining. Where pupils demonstrate secure and 

automatic letter formation, teachers may begin to introduce the movements that support future joining, while 

ensuring that legibility and correct formation are not compromised. This reflects the principle that children should 

master the foundations of transcription before additional demands are introduced. 

Year 3 

In Year 3, handwriting is taught through regular whole-class lessons with the aim of developing a fluent, legible 

joined handwriting style. Teaching builds on the secure letter formation established in Key Stage 1 and focuses on 

applying joining movements accurately and consistently. 

Pupils will be taught to: 

• Maintain correct posture, pencil grip and paper position. 

• Use accurate letter formation consistently and automatically. 

• Position letters correctly on the line. 

• Use appropriate spacing between words. 

• Develop consistent letter size and proportion, including ascenders and descenders. 

• Learn and apply diagonal and horizontal joins. 

• Understand which letters are best left unjoined. 

• Develop a joined handwriting style that remains fluent and legible. 

• Apply joined handwriting across the curriculum. 

• Increase writing stamina and efficiency without compromising presentation. 

Teachers will continue to model handwriting explicitly and provide regular opportunities for guided practice and 

application in meaningful writing tasks. 

By the end of Year 3, the expectation is that most pupils will be writing using a consistent joined style. Pupils who are 

not yet secure in letter formation, joining, fluency or legibility will be identified for additional support. 

Year 4 

In Year 4, the focus is on consolidating a fluent, joined handwriting style and ensuring that handwriting supports 

successful composition across the curriculum. 

Pupils will be taught to: 

• Maintain a consistent joined handwriting style. 

• Improve fluency and writing speed while maintaining legibility. 

• Develop greater consistency in size, spacing and presentation. 

• Apply handwriting automatically during independent writing. 

• Sustain legible handwriting across longer pieces of work. 

Pupils identified at the end of Year 3 as requiring further support will receive regular handwriting intervention 

throughout Year 4. Interventions will focus on securing letter formation, joins, spacing, fluency and stamina so that 

pupils can access the wider writing curriculum successfully. 



By Upper Key Stage 2, handwriting should be increasingly automatic, allowing pupils to focus on the demands of 

composition, editing and authorial choice. 

Year 5 

Pupils will be taught to: 

• Maintain a fluent, joined handwriting style across all subjects. 

• Write legibly at an appropriate speed. 

• Adapt handwriting according to purpose and audience. 

• Maintain consistency in size, spacing and presentation. 

• Develop stamina for longer and more complex writing tasks. 

• Present work to a high standard across the curriculum. 

Teachers will continue to reinforce high expectations and provide opportunities for pupils to refine and apply their 

handwriting skills in a range of contexts. 

Pupils identified at the end of Year  as requiring additional support with handwriting will receive regular intervention 

throughout Year 5. These sessions will focus on developing fluency, automaticity, legibility and confidence, ensuring 

that handwriting does not become a barrier to achievement or successful transition to Year 6. 

Year 6 

Pupils will be taught to: 

• Write fluently, legibly and efficiently across all areas of the curriculum. 

• Select the most appropriate handwriting style for different purposes. 

• Demonstrate consistency in presentation and organisation of written work. 

• Sustain high standards of handwriting during extended writing tasks. 

• Prepare for the increased recording demands of secondary education. 

Pupils identified at the end of Year 5 as requiring additional support with handwriting will receive regular 

intervention throughout Year 6. These sessions will focus on developing fluency, automaticity, legibility and 

confidence, ensuring that handwriting does not become a barrier to achievement or successful transition to 

secondary school. 

By the end of Year 6, pupils should demonstrate a fluent, legible and efficient handwriting style that enables them to 

meet the demands of the Key Stage 3 curriculum independently. 

5. Inclusion and SEND 

We are committed to ensuring that all pupils can successfully access handwriting and writing. In line with the DfE 

Writing Framework, barriers to handwriting and transcription will be identified early and addressed through 

inclusive, adaptive teaching and timely intervention. Pupils who require additional support will receive targeted 

practice to help them keep up from the start and achieve success within the wider writing curriculum.  

Adaptations may include additional modelling, targeted practice, adapted resources, alternative recording methods, 

assistive technology, adult support or specialist recommendations where appropriate. These adaptations are 

intended to remove barriers while maintaining high expectations and access to the full curriculum.  



Alternative methods of recording do not remove a pupil's entitlement to handwriting instruction. Equally, difficulties 

with handwriting should not prevent pupils from demonstrating their knowledge, participating fully in lessons or 

developing as writers across the curriculum.  

Where difficulties persist or significantly impact learning, the class teacher will work alongside the SENDCo, parents 

and external specialists, where appropriate, to ensure that effective support is provided and reviewed regularly.  

6. Handwriting Across the Curriculum 

Handwriting is taught, applied and reinforced across the curriculum. Teachers maintain consistent expectations for 

legibility, fluency and presentation while ensuring pupils have opportunities to apply taught handwriting skills in 

meaningful writing. 

Staff model clear handwriting, support pupils to use their transcription skills independently and ensure that 

presentation expectations are appropriate to the purpose of the task. While high standards are expected across all 

subjects, handwriting difficulties should not prevent pupils from demonstrating their knowledge and understanding. 

In subjects such as mathematics, where recording may include symbols, diagrams, tables or labels, clarity and 

accuracy remain important, but the style of recording may differ from continuous prose. 

7. Assessment 

Handwriting assessment will be primarily formative and will inform teaching. 

Teachers will consider: 

• physical readiness and posture; 

• comfort and pencil control; 

• accuracy of movement; 

• starting and finishing points; 

• orientation; 

• lower-case letter formation; 

• capital-letter formation; 

• digit formation; 

• placement on the line; 

• size and proportion; 

• spacing; 

• appropriate joining; 

• legibility; 

• fluency; 

• speed appropriate to the task; 

• stamina; 

• application in independent writing and across subjects. 

Assessment will draw on a range of evidence. It will not rely on a single polished piece of work. 

Teachers will distinguish between: 

• handwriting accuracy; 

• spelling; 

• composition; 



• presentation; 

• subject knowledge. 

Where statutory assessment criteria apply, teachers will use the current published criteria and exemplification. 

School policy will not replace or add to statutory assessment requirements. 

8. Monitoring and Evaluation 

The English Subject Leader, supported by senior leaders, will monitor the quality and impact of handwriting 

provision through an appropriate combination of: 

• curriculum and progression reviews; 

• lesson visits; 

• work scrutiny; 

• discussions with teachers; 

• pupil voice; 

• review of assessment information; 

• review of support for pupils who are falling behind; 

• evaluation of staff training; 

• scrutiny of handwriting across subjects and year groups; 

• consideration of the progress of pupils with SEND. 

Monitoring will evaluate whether: 

• the intended curriculum is appropriately ambitious and well sequenced; 

• teachers follow the agreed approach; 

• pupils remember and apply what has been taught; 

• teaching develops accuracy, fluency and independence; 

• pupils who need additional support are identified promptly; 

• adaptations help pupils access the curriculum; 

• handwriting supports rather than restricts composition; 

• staff have the subject and pedagogical knowledge they need. 

 

 

 

 


