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School Vision  

Believe                                                  

Excel                                                  

Strive                                                 

Together  

   

Introduction   

This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of mathematics at Buckland Primary 

School. It is based on the aims and expectations of the National Curriculum for Mathematics (2014) and 

the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework. 

 

At Buckland Primary School, we recognise the fundamental role of mathematics in everyday life and across 

all areas of learning. Mathematics is a powerful means of communication that enables pupils  

to explain, describe and investigate the world around them.  

 

We are committed to helping pupils to understand this through the provision of structured mathematical 

experiences leading from the practical to the development of abstract concepts. We believe that, when 

provided with appropriate opportunities, challenge and support, all pupils can become confident, 

competent and enthusiastic mathematicians.  

 

We have high expectations of every pupil and are committed to enabling each child to achieve their full 

potential in mathematics, developing both a secure understanding of mathematical concepts and the 

confidence to apply their learning in a range of contexts. 

Aims    

The National Curriculum for Mathematics 2014 aims to ensure all pupils:   

• become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice 

with increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding 

and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately;   

• reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and 

generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language;   

• can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems 

with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of similar steps and 

persevering in seeking solutions.    
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Each child should be able to think and solve problems mathematically by using the appropriate skills, 

concepts and knowledge. They should be provided with rich and enjoyable experiences related both to 

their individual needs and to the wider requirements of society.   

   

At Buckland Primary School, we aim for every child to: 

1. Develop a positive mindset towards mathematics and believe in their ability to succeed. 

2. Achieve age-related expectations by the end of each academic year and make good progress from 

their individual starting points. 

3. Enjoy mathematics and develop confidence by building on their existing knowledge and skills, 

whilst recognising the relevance of mathematics in everyday life. 

4. Apply previously acquired mathematical concepts, skills, knowledge and understanding to new and 

unfamiliar situations, both within and beyond the school environment. 

5. Communicate mathematical ideas, reasoning, experiences and questions clearly and effectively 

with their peers and adults, using accurate and appropriate mathematical vocabulary. 

We aim for parents and carers to: 

1. Be actively involved in supporting and encouraging their pupils’ mathematical learning both at 

home and in school. 

2. Understand and support the school's approach to mathematics teaching and learning, including its 

home learning expectations. 

 

   

Planning, learning and teaching   

   

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

All children are provided with rich and varied opportunities to develop their mathematical understanding. 
In the Early Years, mathematics is taught through a range of engaging activities that enable children to 
explore, practise, apply and discuss mathematical concepts with confidence. Mathematical experiences 
are embedded within daily learning opportunities, supported by regular adult-led focused teaching 
sessions. These experiences are designed to develop secure foundations in mathematical understanding, with a 

particular focus on number and numerical patterns, in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Framework. 

   

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

The mathematics curriculum has been carefully designed to encompass the age-related expectations and 

programmes of study outlined in the 2014 National Curriculum. Our planning framework identifies 

connections between curriculum objectives and organises them into coherent sequences of learning, 

enabling pupils to develop a secure understanding of mathematical concepts and make meaningful links 

across different areas of mathematics. 

   



Learning style   

Our primary aim is to develop pupils’ knowledge, skills and understanding in mathematics, enabling them 

to become fluent, confident and independent mathematicians. We adopt a mastery approach to 

mathematics, with number at the heart of the curriculum. Teaching remains focused on age-related 

learning, promoting depth of understanding before progression to new content. 

Lessons are predominantly delivered through whole-class teaching, ensuring all pupils have access to high-

quality mathematical learning and opportunities for challenge and support. Through carefully structured 

daily lessons, pupils are encouraged to develop fluency, reasoning and problem-solving skills, which are 

integral elements of our mathematics curriculum. 

We foster a school environment in which pupils are encouraged to ask as well as answer mathematical 

questions, explain their thinking and justify their methods. A wide range of practical resources and 

representations, including number lines, number squares, Numicon and other mathematical equipment, 

are used to support learning and deepen conceptual understanding. Additional resources are available 

centrally and are used to support teaching and learning across the school. Technology is utilised where it 

enhances learning, including the modelling of mathematical concepts and the development of fluency and 

number skills. Wherever possible, pupils are provided with opportunities to apply their mathematical 

knowledge and skills to real-life contexts, helping them to recognise the relevance and value of 

mathematics in everyday life. 

Organisation   

To ensure sufficient time is dedicated to the development of mathematical knowledge and skills, each class 

is typically taught a daily mathematics lesson. Opportunities to make meaningful links between 

mathematics and other areas of the curriculum are also planned, enabling pupils to develop and apply 

their mathematical understanding across a range of contexts.   

At Buckland Primary School, class teachers are responsible for the organisation and delivery of 

mathematics within their classrooms, in accordance with the school's Teaching and Learning Policy and the 

requirements of the National Curriculum. Teachers use their professional judgement to select the most 

appropriate teaching approaches to meet the needs of their pupils while maintaining high expectations for 

learning and progress. 

Pupils may be taught through a variety of groupings. This flexible approach supports collaborative learning, 

encourages mathematical discussion and enables teachers to provide appropriate challenge and support 

where required. 

Teaching assistants play an important role in supporting pupils' learning. They work alongside teachers 

within the classroom and, where appropriate, with individuals or small groups to ensure that learning is 

closely matched to pupils' needs and that all pupils can access and make progress within the mathematics 

curriculum. 

   

 

 

 

 

 



Planning   

 

Mathematics planning is based on the requirements of the 2014 National Curriculum. The White Rose 

Maths Scheme of Learning is used to support planning, providing yearly overviews, small steps of 

progression, guidance and sample questions. 

Short-term planning is evidenced through teacher-created PowerPoint presentations which includes 

learning objectives, models, resources and activities. Planning is adapted to meet the needs of individual 

classes and pupils. 

   

Assessment 

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning process and takes place at three 

interconnected levels: short-term, medium-term and long-term. Information gathered through assessment 

is used to inform future planning and teaching. 

 

Short-term assessment takes place during lessons through questioning, observation and discussion, 

enabling teachers to identify misconceptions and adapt teaching accordingly. White Rose end-of-block and 

termly assessments are used to identify gaps in knowledge and inform support and intervention strategies. 

 

Teachers use a range of formative and summative assessments to monitor attainment and progress. 

Statutory assessments are completed in Year 6 in line with national requirements. Teachers also use 

assessment records, pupils' work and professional judgement to make accurate assessments against end-

of-year expectations. This information is shared with parents and carers and passed on to the next teacher 

to support continuity and progression. 

 

Pupils are encouraged to participate in self-assessment and peer assessment through a range of age-

appropriate reflection and feedback strategies, including stars and arrows, traffic lights, and feedback 

linked to success criteria and mathematical reasoning. 

   

Adaptive Teaching and Inclusion 

At Buckland Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that all pupils can access and succeed in 

mathematics. Teaching is adapted to meet the needs of all learners through: 

• High expectations and appropriately challenging age-related learning, including opportunities for 

reasoning and problem solving. 

• Timely support and intervention to address misconceptions and secure understanding. 

• Ongoing assessment during lessons, enabling teachers to adapt teaching and learning as required. 

• The effective use of practical resources, mathematical representations and technology to support 

understanding. 

• Skilled questioning that is responsive to pupils' needs and promotes deeper thinking. 

• The targeted deployment of teaching assistants to support learning, assess understanding and 

maximise progress. 



• Appropriate adaptations and support for pupils with SEND, with teachers working closely with 

support staff and the SENDCo to ensure pupils can successfully access the mathematics curriculum 

and work towards individual targets where appropriate. 

 

Parental Involvement 

We recognise the important role parents and carers play in supporting pupils’ mathematical development. 

Staff work collaboratively with families to promote a positive attitude towards mathematics and 

encourage the development of fluency, reasoning and problem-solving skills. Information and guidance are 

shared through parent consultations, celebrations of pupils' work and achievements, and letters sent 

home. 

Home Learning 

Mathematics home learning is structured to support progressive development, fluency, and engagement 

across all key stages. In Key Stage 1, pupils engage in half-termly learning log tasks aligned with current 

topic coverage alongside interactive platforms like Numbots and Times Tables Rock Stars to build 

foundational confidence rather than formal weekly assignments. As pupils transition to Lower Key Stage 2, 

home learning becomes weekly, utilizing the Topmarks Daily 10 program to sharpen mental fluency in 

preparation for the Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check. In Upper Key Stage 2, weekly tasks directly 

reinforce recent classroom learning, targeting fluency, mathematical reasoning, and problem-solving skills 

to deepen understanding. 

 

Monitoring and Review 

The monitoring of pupils' achievement and the quality of mathematics teaching is the responsibility of the 

Senior Leadership Team and the Mathematics Subject Leader. The Subject Leader supports colleagues in 

the delivery of mathematics, keeps abreast of current developments and provides strategic leadership for 

the subject across the school. 

The Headteacher allocates regular management time to enable the Mathematics Subject Leader to 

monitor provision and support the development of mathematics across the school. 

 

   

 


