
 

 

                                              

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear Parents, listed below are the learning 

expectations for your child in year 5 to know, 

apply and understand for SPaG. To support you 

and your child at home (within their writing and 

especially learning logs), we have given definitions 

and examples. 

Year 5, SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) 

Colons and Semi Colons: 

We use colons to introduce lists, for example – You may be 

required to bring many things: sleeping bags, pans, utensils, 

and warm clothing. 

We use semi-colons instead of full stops to separate two 

main clauses. In such cases, the clauses are related in 

meaning but are separated grammatically. For example - 

Spanish is spoken throughout South America; in Brazil the 

main language is Portuguese. 

Apostrophe: Apostrophes have two completely 

different uses: 

• showing the place of missing letters (e.g. I’m for 

I am) 

• marking possessives (e.g. Hannah’s mother). 

 

Fronted Adverbials: A fronted adverbial is an adverbial 

which has been moved before the verb. When writing 

fronted phrases, we often follow them with a comma.  

Example: 

Before we begin, make sure you’ve got a pencil. 

The day after tomorrow, I’m visiting my grandfather. 

 

Inverted commas: The proper term for speech marks – 

used to show direct speech. 

“I’m not certain I know how to use inverted commas,” the 

student said, “but I think I do.” 

Expanded Noun Phrases: In a noun phrase, the other words will 

be modifying a noun. In the sentence above, “girl” is a noun; “the 

girl” is a simple noun phrase. This can then be expanded with an 

adjective: “the tall girl” is an expanded noun phrase, albeit a 

very straightforward one. 

Example:  

The strict maths teacher with curly hair, always set homework. 

 

 Synonyms and Antonyms: 2 words are synonyms if they have 

the same or similar meanings. 

Example: Talk/speak, old/elderly 

2 words are antonyms if their meanings are opposite. 

Example: Hot/cold, large/small 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Relative Clauses and Relative Pronouns: A relative clause is a 

special type of clause that adds extra detail to a noun. It often 

does this by using a relative pronoun such as who, where, when, 

which, whose or that to refer back to that noun. 

Example: 

The heavy rain, which was unusual for this time of year, destroyed 

most of the plants in my garden. 

 

The boy, whose parents are both teachers at the school, is always 

well behaved. 

 

 

Modal Verbs: Modal verbs are used to change the 

meaning of other verbs. They express meanings such 

as certainty, ability or obligation. 

Example: 

I can do this maths homework by myself. 

You should help your little brother. 

 

 

Conjunction: A conjunction links two words, phrases 

or clauses together. 

Examples: 

After, although, as, because, if, though, while, 

whereas, but, so, and. 

 Parenthesis: A parenthesis is a remark that is made in 

the middle of a piece of speech or writing, and which gives a little 

more information about the subject being discussed. In writing, a 

parenthesis is usually enclosed within brackets, dashes or commas. 

Example: 

Marie (8 years-old) is a little girl who goes to school with my 

brother. 

Everything about the test - especially the surprise essay section - 

was incredibly difficult. 

Critics search for ages for the wrong word, which, to give them 

credit, they eventually find. 

 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/remark
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/middle
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/speech
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/writing
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/information
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/discuss

